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opened at Madhubani which was conducted by Mahadev Desai,
Narhari Parikh, and Kripalani.
About these village schools, Gandhi wrote: "In the schools I am
opening, children under the age of twelve only are admitted. The
idea is to get hold of as many children as possible and to give them
an all-round education, a good knowledge of Hindi or Urdu and,
through that medium, of arithmetic and rudiments of history and
geography, a knowledge of simple scientific principles and some
industrial training. No cut and dried syllabus has yet been prepared
because I am going on an unbeaten track. I look upon our present
system with horror and distrust. Instead of developing the moral
and mental faculties of the little children it dwarfs them. In my
experiment, whilst I shall draw upon what is good in it, I shall
endeavour to avoid the defects of the present system. The chief thing
aimed at is contact of children with men and women of culture and
unimpeachable moral character. That to me is education. Literary
training is to be used as a means to that end. The industrial train-
ing is to be designed for the boys and the girls who may come to
us for an additional means of livelihood. It is not intended that on
completing their education they should leave their hereditary occu-
pation but make use of the knowledge acquired in the school to
refine agriculture and agricultural life. Our teachers will also touch
the lives of grown-up people and, if at all possible, penetrate the
purdah. Instruction will be given to grown-up people in hygiene and
about the advantages of joint action, for the promotion of com-
munal welfare,, such as5 the making of village roads proper,, the
sinking of wells, etc. And as no school will be manned by teachers
who are not men or women of good training, we propose to give free
medical aid as far as possible."
About 140 children were being taught at the Barharwa school.
Here weaving was taught and people were trained in the art of
corporate action by making them keep their huts, wells, roads
and villages clean. The parents were taught to keep their children
clean and tidy.
The Bhitharwa school was situated in a locality where complete
ignorance prevailed. The number of children here never exceeded
forty. The climate of the place was extremely unhealthy. Dr. Deva
gave the people practical lessons in hygiene and elementary medicine
and treated the patients.